520                               LECTURE XV.
and thinker and worker of the Word, freely using these Galilean legends as beautiful allegories, but never appealing to them as proofs of the truth of GhriNt's teaching. Eckhart, to quote his if^sima rcrha, represents the Father as speaking His word into the soul, and when tho Son is born, every soul becomes Maria. He expresses tho same thought by saying that tho Divine Ground, that is tho Godhead,, admits of no distinction or predicate. It is oneness, darkness, but, the light of the Father pierces into that darkness, and the Father, knowing His own essence! begots in the knowledge of Himself, the Son. And in tho love which the Father has for the Son, the Father with the Son breathes the Spirit. By this procctis tho eternal dark ground becomes lighted up, the Godhead becomes God, and God in three Persons. When the* Father by thus knowing Himself, speaks tho etenu.il Word, or what is the same, begets Ills Son, lie speaks in that Word all things. His divine Word is tho out* idea of all things (that is the Logos), and this eternal Word of the Father is His only* 8011, and tho Lord Jesus Christ in whom Ho has Hpoken all ereaturo-f without beginning and without end. And this Kprak-ing does not take place once only. According to Eckhart *God is always working1, in a no\\% in an eternity, and His working is begetting His Sun. In this birth all things have flown out, and such delight has God in this birth, that Ho spends all Ilia powor in it. God begets Himself altogothor in HIH Son, ho speaks all things in Him/ Though such language may sound strange to us, and though it has I wen condemned by those who did not know its purport, as 1 rfuiifcr, 1. c., p. 251.